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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi everyone from President Ken
The fish are running spasmodically this year with some rivers better than others. See Jared’s 
report later in the Newsletter.  There have been some large groups of anglers on the river of late 
but there is still room for more so call Mary and make a booking.
Your management committee met on Saturday25th August for over three hours to discuss a 
pretty large agenda with topics ranging from approving new member nominations from nine 
applicants, to such things as our insurance coverage, finance, LPG price increases, painting 
of the cottage and main lodge, our website, the proposed storage shed, river works by WRC, 
the wood burner in the lounge, revised rates for caravan occupants, Kids Fishing Days and 
even the prospects of some members offering to run fish filleting and knife sharpening tutorials 
for members.   A very warm welcome to our new members and I hope that you will enjoy your 
experiences as part of the Club.
The short article in the last Newsletter on the proposed storage shed for member’s bikes and 
other equipment plus TALTAC plant and equipment elicited quite a large response from members.  
Most of these were favourable with some members saying that they don’t come down in the 
summer months because they have no way of securing their bikes out of sight other than in 
the drying room.  Some members were against the proposal because of the perceived cost as 
mentioned in the Committee Minutes.  I can assure you that we will not be spending that much 
on the building.  Your committee is very conscious of our finances and we do not spend money 
unnecessarily, that is why we are in the sound position we are now and why we are taking our 
time to consider all options.
Having said that we are constantly faced with increases in our costs of insurance, LPG for 
cooking and hot water for showers, electricity and so on.  We have spent quite large sums on 
the maintenance of our buildings which are (like us all) getting older and need some upkeep 
(medication), replacement of parts (knees, hips, showers, cladding) and painting.  We budget 
for this as far as we can but occasionally things crop up like the men’s showers leaking (I won’t 
mention men’s other things leaking a bit!) and they need attending to in order to prevent further 
deterioration.
To do these things we need money and our only real source of income is from our members BUT:
WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF INCREASING OUR STANDARD ACCOMMODATION RATES IN 
THE FORESEABLE FUTURE.  Please read that sentence again.
We therefore have to find money from elsewhere and we consider that by making the club 
facilities more family orientated and providing security for modern day equipment such as bikes 
we will encourage more members to spend time at the club during the summer months (when the 
lodge is virtually empty and costing us money to run) thus adding several thousand dollars to our 
coffers through rental fees we are not receiving now.  AT NO COST TO MEMBERS WHO DON”T 
COME TO THE CLUB IN THE SUMMER.   Some of the children in these families will also become 
members in their own right and thus continue the great legacy we have all built up over the years.
For those of you who say we are purely a fishing club I would suggest that you Google KODAK.  
For those of you who don’t know, Kodak was a photography related company that refused to 
acknowledge that the digital era was upon it (even though they invented it) and didn’t react to 
changing times.  Google will tell you what happened to it.
Tight lines everyone.
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CLUB NEWS & THINGS YOU REALLY NEED TO KNOW
A few words from me, yes, again.
I would like to remind you that our accommodation system operates on a shared basis. The 
club rents out to members the beds, not the cabin. There may be times that you need to share 
a cabin. Your support with this is vital. Remember a stranger is only a friend you haven’t met. 
Thank you.

Again a reminder TALTAC properties are smoke free, meaning smoking is not allowed inside the 
boundaries of the Club properties, this includes near the building or the car park.   We also have 
a “no animals in any room” policy.  We ask that you show consideration for others.  There are NO 
exceptions to these polices.

As at the 1st January 2019 NZFFA have removed their levies, so the $3.00 or $6.00 levy that 
some of you were paying along with your annual subscriptions will no longer be required. See 
item below.

Tomorrow is not promised, - Cherish today!

Tight lines,

Mary

General Club Information
Subscriptions
These were due on 1 January 2018. Your Subscription now needs to be up to date, please pay 
now. If you are unsure please ask Mary to check.  

Bank account details are as follows:06 0471 0062195 00  Please remember to include your name 
and details of what the payment is for. 

With the probable closure of the ANZ Bank in Turangi, it will assist greatly if you can make your 
payment by internet banking. Mary will not be able to pop down to the Bank each day with cash 
or cheques when the Bank closes.   

Standardising accommodation rates
It has been decided to standardise the daily accommodation rates for all senior members who 
stay at the Club overnight to $20 per person. This includes those who stay in motor homes or 
caravans. This is effective for bookings made from 1 September 2018. 

A reminder that the daily accommodation rate for visitors(i.e non members) is $35 including for 
those non-members who stay in motor homes or caravans.

Newsletter Postage
Postage has increased. Can you help us in reducing this cost of mailing the newsletter? Each 
newsletter which is posted out costs approximately $4.20 and we have about 90 of those.      
Email Mary taltac@xtra.co.nz  with your email address if you can help reduce this cost. We will 
still post to those who prefer to receive it in the mail. Remember to let Mary know of any change 
of email or address.

Children’s Fishing Fun
With only one expression of interest for this event, this will not proceed this year. We will try again 
next year.

Lost and Found
The items shown below have been at the Club for some time, if any item is yours please claim it 
or it will be disposed of.  Contact Mary and if to be posted please send a courier bag for her to 
return your item.   

New Members
When introducing a new member, it is your responsibility to stay at least once with that member 
to ensure they know the ropes.   This includes washing, drying and putting your dishes away, 
not using the kitchen fridges to store fish, wiping out your cupboard when you leave and of 
course vacuuming your room and wiping down the window and cabinet surfaces.  Show them 
the procedure for fish cleaning, (including not using the black bin liners for their fish) and how 
to deal with the rubbish including the fish gut.   Liquid refreshments go in the fridge in the 
lounge and ensuring they take home any leftover items including MILK.  By all means offer it to 
someone who is staying, and if they can’t use it, tip it out or take it home. A Club member has 
kindly donated a dispenser unit and post-it notes if you are leaving non-perishable items – please 
date and place the label on the item.    If you cannot make the commitment to stay with the new 
member please contact another member to undertake that role for you.
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Visitors as Members’ Guests
A reminder that a member may bring a guest to the Club facility on two occasions only.  If they 
wish to continue to visit after their stay of two occasions they must become a member.  

Our Cleaner- should not have to clean up after you, if you use the microwave, hobs or stove 
clean up after you have finished, it will be appreciated by the next user.  

Recycling  - In particular the Plastics and Can Bin. DO NOT PUT RUBBISH in this bin. Please 
only place CLEAN  Plastic CONTAINERS and CANS in this bin. The contractors will not empty 
the bin if there is rubbish or plastic bags in this bin. Mary then has to deal with it.   

Equipment – If something is not working or missing please leave a note or email Mary. It cannot 
be replaced or fixed if we don’t know about it.

Maintenance
Cottage
The carpet has been laid in the Cottage and the ceiling in Bedroom 1 has been replaced and 
plastered. It will be painted shortly. Two cabinets for storage in the lounge will be purchased. The 
lazy boy chair which was starting to look a little tired has been retired, BUT it will be replaced 
with another lazy boy.  
Main Building
The roof over cabins 4 to 8 has been replaced.  Below there are some pictures of the work.   
Grateful thanks to those who gave up their fishing time to complete this work and especially to 
Ian Merson and Russell Bee for the organisation of the team and directing works. 

Painting of Buildings
The painting of the main building and cottage will commence on 14 January for approximately 
two weeks and during this time there will be a “no vacancy” policy as the painter has requested 
complete vacancy. This includes the weekends in this period.   
To offset any confusion an overseas family, who had made air travel arrangements before the 
date was advised for the painting, will be staying and they will be shifted from Cottage to Cabins 
as required.  

Celebrating Russell’s birthday

CLUB NEWS & THINGS YOU REALLY NEED TO KNOW
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THE SERIOUS STUFF - Fishing
Thanks to Jared at Sporting Life

It has been a strange year for the fishing this year.

We started off very wet in January and February which I think had an impact on the lake with a 
slow start for the food. In July we had reports from boating anglers that fish were being caught 
chokka full of smelt.  I think that a lot of fish have held off in the lake to gain as much condition as 
they can before running.
Basically the whole year can be described as “WET”.  This type of weather reminds me of back in 
the 1980’s where the weather was similar and the Waihi Hill used to slip on a regular basis and the 
likes of the Waiotaka River used to flood a lot. 
We have also had a year of low sunshine hours here in Turangi.
There was a lack of hens being caught in the Tongariro River over June / July, however a lot of 
Jacks appeared to have run over this time.  The hens have possibly held off running until they had 
put on a bit more condition.
Reports from anglers over the last few months tended to indicate quite a few dark looking jacks 
being caught with the odd really nice fresh run fish in amongst them.
The standout river this year tends to have been the Tauranga-Taupo with some good runs heading 
up this river with some really nice conditioned fish being reported.  
The nymph life will have taken a bit of a battering this year with the excessive flooding and in the 
Tongariro River have made it hard for anglers to keep up with where the fish lies may have been.  
Most anglers are comparing this year to last year with this year being described as patchy. Still, if 
you have changed your equipment / techniques to the conditions then the fish have been there. 
The runs appear to have been sporadic but anglers are forgetting the amount of rain and flooding 
that we have had with fish possibly coming upstream and then getting blown back downstream.  
As the rivers have settled a bit over the last month or so then more reports have been coming in 
from anglers on their success rates being better. 
The last few weeks also had anglers reporting rising fish.  This could be accountable to the fact 
that a lot of the darker jacks were a bit spent and possibly looking to put on some condition so if 
there is an opportunity available they have taken it. 
Don’t head for the backcountry too soon as I think there are still a lot of fish to head into the local 
rivers (watch for more flooding though!) 
Don’t forget lake Rotoaira opens for fishing on 1st September.  Lake Otamangakau opens 1 
October. Upper reaches of rivers in the Taupo Fishery open 1st December. 



Hinemaiaia Stream Update.

Thanks to Didymo Dave.
It’s been an interesting winter on the Hinemaiaia Stream with most anglers finding the fishing a 
bit harder than the previous few years. Theories have been flying left right and centre about late 
runs coming, the moon etc. I have been operating the fish trap up near the dam again and I can 
tell you that while the numbers are down slightly on the previous three exceptional years there 
are still good numbers of good condition trout coming through the trap so the fishery is healthy. 
With less fishing pressure the quantities of rubbish and nylon are a lot less too!    With the 
discovery of Lindavia Intermedia in Lakes Taupo and Rotoaira all waterway users are reminded 
of the need to comply to the CHECK CLEAN DRY programme even between the tributaries of 
Taupo please. There has been a focus on Didymo over the last few years and now that we know 
Lindavia Intermedia has been in Taupo and Rotoaira for some years it’s a stark reminder that we 
simply don’t know what freshwater pests are where.  So to protect your favourite piece of fishing 
water please clean your gear.     Any questions contact Didymo Dave on 027 240 9603.

Waikato Regional Council 
The Waikato Regional Council Proposed Plan of works for Tongariro River for 2018/19 can be 
found at taltac.org.nz Taltac were invited to meet with WRC to raise any queries regarding the 
proposed works.  Marion Hall met with James Leinhan River Management Officer and Allan 
Kirk (Zone Manager) to clarify areas of concern as outlined in the article below prepared for the 
meeting on behalf of Taltac. And the response from James at WRC.  (To be read in conjunction 
with the Proposed plan).

In General there are no concerns with the proposed works except for any work that might be 
undertaken which will affect the normal river channel at normal flows ( say 30 cumecs and 
below). Any work that is undertaken to spread or control flows over c. this level are accepted as 
necessary. Any work should enhance angler safe access to all parts of the river and should be a 
prime consideration for any of the proposed works.

Specifics.

Gravel Management - page 10

Of concern here is the area which will be used by trucks for the removal of gravel from the island. 
The Plank pool has just recovered to be a good fishing state after many years of almost nil flow 
and this area is a significant high use area by anglers and the current flow level needs to be 
maintained. Access to this gravel island is important and is only easily accessed from the vicinity 
of the Bain car park which needs to be retained. 

Maintaining the present profile of the Lower Bridge Pool (the second highest angler used pool 
on the river) is important for fish holding, ease of angler access and a safe wading pool for 
older anglers. Any work below this pool should ensure this pool does not become a fast-flowing 
channel.

Vegetation Management - page 11

This area of work does not raise any concerns but if during the work some encouragement for 

the river to increase its flow down the right channel would be beneficial to anglers. Clearing the 
vegetation will make angler access to Judges pool significantly easier for those who approach 
from the main road bridge down stream of this pool.

Tahawai St. Revetment 

Angler access to the right side of the main flow is important as it is the only holding water on this 
stretch. Any widening of the right side at the bottom of the Hydro pool needs to consider safe 
angler access to the current stone island which is currently easily accessed from the true right 
bank at normal flow levels. Also the current water height through the Hydro pool needs to be 
maintained as it is a significant holding/retesting pool after fish have moved upstream from the 
Major Jones pool. Any lowering of the level of the Hydro pool will also make fish access up the 
Mangamawhitiwhiti stream more difficult. 

Response from James Linehan of WRC

Thank you for sharing your concerns and meeting with us to discuss further. Your points made 
around enhancing angler access and opportunity have been expressed by a number of angling 
groups. Your requests are valid and fit with the works proposed this summer. 

Works planned throughout the scheme this season have no intention of affecting the current river 
channel dynamics at normal flow and the angling access points you have outlined will be a key 
consideration when planning and performing the works.

From here we will continue our consultation with land and bed owners to be granted permissions. 
When permissions, plans and timings are finalised we will be in contact to inform and distribute 
this summer’s programme (likely November). Works can formally start in November and must 
be finished by May, any instream works are likely to be planned for late summer when angling, 
nesting and flows are at their lowest. 

THE SERIOUS STUFF - Fishing (Cont)
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Something to think about - Leaving a Legacy
WHY LEAVE A LEGACY TO TALTAC?

Many of you have spent hundreds if not thousands of hours over many years enjoying the facilities 
the club provides for members, you’ve made life-long friends, had a lot of fun and have used the 
club as a base for fishing in some of the best fishing rivers and lakes in the country and even the 
world.  Now could be a good time for you to consider repaying the club for some of these good 
times by leaving a legacy in your will to ensure the club continues to provide amenities for future 
generations.

In general terms, “leaving a legacy” means that after your death you leave something behind which 
is meaningful and useful to future generations.  In legal terms it means providing a sum of money 
in your will to benefit a named beneficiary, either a person or an organisation.

Our present older generation has enjoyed full employment and good economic growth in a nation 
which weathered the global financial storm better than most.  In many cases our children have 
benefited too from good education and financial assistance to purchase their own homes.  When 
we die they are likely to be in strong financial positions. Perhaps there is scope to consider 
benefiting others as well.

So, would you consider leaving a financial legacy to TALTAC in your will?  It can be for general 
purposes or a specific purpose you feel strongly about.  It will be tangible recognition of the 
benefits you have received from the Club in your lifetime and assist with providing those benefits 
to current and future generations.

You may recall that the BBQ and structure were built entirely with a legacy left by our Australian 
member and friend “Aussie Bob” following his early death in a car accident a few years ago. There 
is a plaque recognizing his generosity and I know that I always think of Bob when I’m there.

In our rapidly changing world, organisations need to constantly grow and adapt to new 
technologies, changing environments and lifestyles. They may need to fight to preserve 
those values which are core to their existence but to stay the same is to fall behind and miss 
opportunities.

TALTAC will face opportunities and challenges in the future. These are unlikely to be funded by the 
small ongoing “profits” made from fees and memberships after expenses are paid. Legacies from 
members could help to bridge the funding gap.

The Club needs to maintain a cash reserve to meet unpredictable events such as earthquake, 
volcanic activity, fire and so on. Not to mention the potential arrival of didymo. We cannot deplete 
our current reserves too much on development activities so other sources of funds are needed.

Many organisations receive a substantial proportion of their funding from legacies. Not so TALTAC.  
There are donations of fishing gear, but as accountant and auditor/reviewer for the Club for many 
years, I know that legacies from wills are very infrequent.

If my suggestion is of interest to you, all you need to do is contact your solicitor and ask for 
TALTAC to be included in your will. It may also be a good time to consider whether other aspects 
of your will need revision.

While a legacy for a particular purpose may be your intention, this is best expressed as a wish 
rather than set in concrete.  Hopefully many years will pass before you die and circumstances may 
render your intention impossible or impractical. Or it may already have been accomplished.

Legacies are generally a specified amount of money.  It is best to provide that they increase in line 
with inflation so the true value is maintained.

If you would like any more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 06-7588821 or 
021-373-955.

John Billing  Club Member since 1983

MORE NEWS OF INTEREST
New Zealand Federation of Freshwater Anglers
NZFFA has set out a draft operational plan for the next three years which can be found on their 
website www.nzffa.co.nz under the heading “Trout Anglers Federation and sets out their blueprint 
for future”.  

A full database of fishing clubs and relevant stakeholders is being developed and the Federation 
will actively build relationships with other related organisations.

A new development will be to provide and fund a professional office and communication system 
to facilitate day by day operations. Membership is free and anglers are encouraged to join 
through the website., www.nzffa.co.nz

Project Tongariro - What’s happening at the Waiotaka River area 
As some members will be aware there has been significant clearing of trees and scrub on 
the Waiotaka River area and along the end of Kutai Street near the Hydro Pool and some 
members from Taltac helped with planting native trees in these areas. Here is a little background 
information.

  

Project Tongariro in partnership with Ngati Rongomai and Department of Corrections have plans 
to plant up to 45,000 native trees along the Waiotaka River in the next three years, all upstream 
of the Waiotaka River Ford.

This project is being financially supported by the Waikato Regional Council’s Natural Heritage 
Fund and the Department of Conservation’s Community Conservation Fund — to a tune of 
$200,000 for weed control and the cost of plants. The Department of Corrections are also 
contributing significantly with prisoner labour, growing the trees and helping with weed control, 
some planting and releasing of the trees.  Since March 2018 the focus has been on controlling 
weeds to create planting areas as well as constructing a fence to exclude stock.  Planting started 
in June with 1700 trees planted and approximately 6000 trees are planned to be planted later 
this spring. The goal of all this work is to restore the river margins to native forest — focusing on 
ecologically suitable trees such as kahikatea, totara, matai, ribbonwood and kowhai. Long term 
this is expected to benefit the river and provide better trout habitat and angling opportunities. 

Up to three community planting days will occur each year. If you are interested in helping, there is 
a planting day, aiming to plant about 3500 trees, on Saturday 29th September.  Meet at the Ford 
on the Waiotaka River at 10am. To find out more, also contact Kiri Te Wano on 027-6288009.  
Bring a small spade or trowel (holes will already have been dug) and gloves.   
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