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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi everyone
As we close in on Christmas and the festive season we tend to look back and ask ourselves what 
sort of year we’ve had and what sort of plans do we have for 2019.
Inevitably,	as	trout	fishers,	we	think	of	those	that	got	away”	(always	bigger	than	the	ones	we	
landed of course) and how did the year pan out for us and was it as good as or even better than 
previous years.
In September we were confronted with a document from NZFFA together with an opinion from 
Sir	Geoffrey	Palmer	which	sent	shivers	down	our	spines	as	we	started	to	see	the	end	of	some	
of	our	prime	fishing	rivers	and	lakes.		You	will	recall	we	quickly	sent	it	out	to	our	members	
recommending you all submit your pieces to the politicians who had devised the alterations to 
the	Act	and	judging	by	the	response	from	them	about	the	number	of	submissions	sent	in	(1130)	
many of you did so. We also urged you to contact all politicians from all parties for their opinions 
and remind them just how many fresh water anglers there are and how many people are involved 
in some way with the sport in New Zealand and how much weight we carry in their constituency. 
There	followed	another	document	telling	us	not	to	worry	as	the	alterations	were	only	superficial	
and	were	filling	in	a	few	holes	in	existing	legislation.		I	wonder	how	many	of	us	believed	that	
considering who it came from!!
Our committee formulated the Club’s written submission and forwarded it to the Select 
Committee by due date.  Committee member Dave Nicholls will be representing the Club at a 
Select Committee hearing in February.  Watch this space.
Banking procedures:  As you may know, ANZ closed its doors in Turangi in October causing a 
lot of strife to locals including us.  Our nearest branch now is in Taupo.  This creates something 
of a problem for Mary our Secretary Manager and we need your help to minimise this.  If at all 
possible can you please in future pay your accommodation fees and annual subs by direct 
credit to our bank account.  Many of you already do and it makes life so much easier for Mary.  
It	also	means	she	doesn’t	have	to	hold	cash	or	cheques.		I	appreciate	that	some	of	you	don’t	
have the facility but if you can do it by direct credit that would be great.
Emailing of Newsletters:   Once again if you have an email address can you please let Mary 
know as it costs the club both time and money to mail printed ones out to members.  If you 
prefer to read it on paper you can always print it out at home or work.  Thank you.
Security of the Lodge and outbuildings:  There have been a number of burglaries in the area 
of	late	and	the	last	thing	we	want	is	for	members	to	have	fishing	gear,	food	or	beverages	stolen	
from	places	like	the	kitchen,	lounge,	fish	cleaning	room,	cottage	etc.		Please	make	sure	you	lock	
your cabin doors when leaving the room and make sure the kitchen door is locked when you 
have	finished	using	it.
Finally I would like to wish you all and your families a very happy Christmas and I hope you have 
a	great	time.		There	are	usually	vacant	rooms	at	TALTAC	over	summer	and	you	will	find	there	is	
plenty	to	do	should	you	want	to	spend	a	few	days	(or	weeks)	at	the	Club.
Tight lines
Ken Haines, President



CLUB NEWS & THINGS YOU REALLY NEED TO KNOW

Again some reminders.
Our accommodation system operates on a shared basis. The club rents out to members the 
beds,	not	the	cabin.	There	may	be	times	that	you	may	need	to	share	a	cabin.	Your	support	with	
this is vital. Remember a stranger is only a friend you haven’t met. Thank you.

TALTAC properties are smoke free, meaning smoking is not allowed inside the boundaries of 
the Club properties, this includes near the building or the car park and in and around the 
Cottage and grouds. We	also	have	a	“no	animals	in	any	room”	policy.		We	ask	that	you	show	
consideration for others.  There are NO exceptions to these polices.

As at the 1st January 2019 NZFFA will be removing their levies, so the $3.00 or $6.00 levy that 
some	of	you	were	paying	along	with	your	annual	subscriptions	will	no	longer	be	required.	You	
are	urged	to	become	a	member	by	registering	on	their	website	(at	no	cost)	so	you	can	be	kept	
informed.  

A member may bring a guest to the Club facility on two occasions only.  If they wish to continue 
to visit after their stay of two occasions they must become a member.  

Our Cleaner- should not have to clean up after you, if you use the microwave, hobs or stove 
clean	up	after	you	have	finished,	it	will	be	appreciated	by	the	next	user.		

Recycling  - In particular the Plastics and Can Bin. DO NOT PUT RUBBISH in this bin. Please 
only place CLEAN  Plastic CONTAINERS and CANS in this bin.   The contractors will not empty 
the bin if there is rubbish or plastic bags in this bin.   Mary then has to deal with it.   

Equipment	–	If	something	is	not	working	or	missing	please	leave	a	note	or	email	Mary.	It	cannot	
be	replaced	or	fixed	if	we	don’t	know	about	it.	

Subscriptions - These are due on 1 January 2019 and as noted above the ANZ Bank in Turangi 
has closed.   

Club Bank account details are as follows:  

06 0471 0062195 00    

Please remember to include your name and details of what the payment is for.

The Website

The TALTAC website is currently undergoing an update and should be ready to go live in 2019.  
Our thanks to those who are assisting with this.  

Maintenance - Painting of Buildings

The painting of the main building and cottage will commence on 08 January for approximately 
two	weeks	and	during	this	time	there	will	be	a	“no	vacancy”	policy	as	the	painter	has	requested	
complete vacancy. This includes the weekends in this period.   

To	offset	any	confusion	an	overseas	family,	who	had	made	air	travel	arrangements	before	the	
date was advised for the painting, will be staying and they will be shifted from Cottage to Cabins 
as	required.		
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Sporting Life Report December 2018

The	Spring	was	a	very	nice	Spring	this	year.		We	had	really	good	Mayfly	hatches	from	mid	to	
late	September	and	the	fish	were	rising	well	to	them.		As	we	headed	into	October	we	got	some	
good	22-24	degree	celcius	days.		This	was	good	for	the	Mayfly	hatches.	Dry/dropper	fishing	in	
Tongariro was fantastic over this period.

We	have	been	very	lucky	that	we	have	not	had	Spring	floods	as	this	has	done	two	things.	One,	
kept	the	spent	fish	in	the	river	and	Two,	the	lack	of	floods	has	kept	the	insect	life	intact	in	the	
river	allowing	the	recovering	fish	to	gain	some	condition	quickly.	It	has	been	one	of	those	years	
where	fresh	run	fish	have	risen	to	take	a	dry	fly.	This	only	happens	every	few	years.	

The caddis hatches were a little slow going but have recently been reported as very good.

The other thing this year is the runs appear to have come through the Tongariro very late but I 
put	this	down	to	the	really	wet	and	overcast	Summer	that	we	had.		I	was	wondering	if	the	fish	
held	off	in	Lake	Taupo	to	gain	more	condition	before	running.	Fresh	fish	are	even	being	caught	in	
December.

The rivers were up and down a lot over the Winter due to lots of rain with plenty of days when 
they	were	in	flood	this	year.	Wetlining	was	a	good	technique	in	these	higher	flows.		

The	Tauranga-Taupo	River	was	the	river	to	fish	over	the	Winter	with	good	steady	runs	reported	by	
anglers.  

The	Hinemaiaia	had	the	same	numbers	of	fish	go	through	the	trap	but	once	again	these	came	
quite	late	in	the	season	with	most	anglers	finishing	their	fishing	too	early	there.	

Lake	Otamangakau	has	been	good	with	plenty	of	fish	feeding	in	the	shallows.		It	is	well	worth	
walking the new walking track on the Western side of the Lake spotting and casting to cruising 
fish.	Good	sized	browns	and	rainbows	are	cruising.

In the later part of Spring the weather has been a little unsettled with plenty of rain. Cicadas have 
already been reported chirping but we can usually get a cold snap in December which shuts 
them down and they usually make their presence heard from about mid January into February. 

Thanks to Jared at Sporting Life
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THE SERIOUS STUFF - Fishing



ITS SUMMER TIME
Which means the Upper Tongariro, Whakapapa River, Lake Otamangakau etc are all open for 
fishing	and	some	are	heading	off	all	over	the	place	which	is	great	stuff!	But	sadly,	too	many	
people think Didymo is the threat and tell me they haven’t been in the South Island or Didymo 
isn’t in the North Island etc which is not good thinking.

Hornwort is the big threat to Lake Otamangakau, there are freshwater pests in the lower Waikato 
River	that	are	not	in	Lake	Taupo	and	stopping	the	transfer	of	Catfish	from	Lake	Rotoiti	to	other	
Rotorua lakes is a major there so please, start thinking all freshwater pests, not just Didymo and 
adhere	to	the	CHECK	CLEAN	DRY	programme.	That	way	we	have	a	real	chance	of	delivering	
good	quality,	fishable	water	to	the	next	generation	of	fishing	people.

I’ll be on duty, as a volunteer over the festive season so if you need supplies of bottles,

equipment	or	help,	feel	free	to	give	me	a	call	on	027	240	9603.

Festive Seasons Greetings.

Thanks to Didymo Dave for this report.    Thanks also to Dave for cleaning and the general 
upkeep of the Check Clean Dry bin at TALTAC.  Remember to use it if you are changing rivers 
etc.  
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If you think you have taken a great fishing photo, please share it with your fellow members 
and enter in the Neil Cameron Photo Competition. You could see your photo on a future 
newsletter and our website. Email your masterpiece to John Morgan big.m@xtra.co.nz.
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Neil Cameron Photographic Competition




