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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - MARCH 2020
	,The	current	situation	is	playing	havoc	with	my	first	report	as	President.	Each	day	the	situation	
changes so much that each iteration of the report is out of date before I have completed it. We 
are now at level 4 and this is likely to be the situation for the next few months. As Mary has 
stated in her email to club members , the club is closed and will remain so until the Committee 
feels that it is safe to allow members to socialise freely at the facility. Please bear with us as we 
work through this unprecedented challenge. At present , the risk of transmission of COVID-19 
from one club member to another is very high.
On a happier note , thank you to all the club members who attended the AGM on 7 March and 
made it such a successful event. A special thanks to Pauline McIntyre who co-ordinated the 
catering for the occasion. Thanks to all those who contributed to the feast that was enjoyed by 
all.
My thanks to Ken Haines who has led the Club so well during his tenure as President. As a result 
of his leadership , the Cottage has been completely renovated , the main building has a new roof 
and has a wonderful new coat of paint . Also , as a result of his and other Committee members’ 
prudent	financial	management,	we	should	be	able	to	see	out	the	current	crisis	without	going	to	
the	wall	financially.
Thank you to Mary who is the glue that helps to keep the club together. She always seems to be 
able to sort out the accomodation so that we can all enjoy the club amenities.
Thank	you	to	Julian	Proctor	for	sharing	some	of	his	brown	trout	fishing	secrets	and	I	can’t	wait	
to	try	some	of	them	out	when	next	I	get	a	chance	to	fish	on	the	Tongariro.	Thank	you	Julian	for	
agreeing to represent TALTAC interests on TFAC. In this regard , a belated thank you to Graham 
Whyman who has tirelessly represented our interests on this Committee for many years.
Waikato Regional Council have plans to make some changes to the river bed immediately below 
the State Highway 1 bridge. This was all to happen before the end of May and may now not 
occur	this	year.	The	work	is	essentially	to	provide	essential	flood	protection	[	and	may	help	to	
improve	the	fishing	on	this	stretch	of	river].
We hope to be re-enforcing the fencing behind the clubhouse and beside the cottage in the near 
future. There are also plans to improve the seating around the barbecue in time for next summer.
Some of you may recently have noticed a large green container behind the cottage.
We are  going through the process of obtaining resource consent for it to become a more 
permanent building and the hope is that it will then serve as the tool-shed , temporary bicycle 
shed	[	for	when	you	are	staying	at	the	club]	and	have	some	more	permanent	storage	for	fishing	
gear for club members at a small rental.
When we do manage to open the Club again, members may wish to enquire of Mary if there 
are any little tasks that need doing. One that comes to mind is that the guttering needs regular 
clearing but needs to be done safely.  (Thank you to those who did it recently).
Look after yourselves and keep in contact with your friends.
Tom Watson



We must once again start by extending our thanks to all of you who do so much for our club.  
Everyone’s contribution is appreciated, from sweeping the cobblestone, to cleaning the oven, 
proof reading contracts, cleaning spouting etc. You are all legends. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.

A few reminders: It is part of your acceptance in joining the Club that you will adhere to the rules. 
Things such as not cleaning up after yourself, doing your dishes (please do not just rinse your 
dishes,	put	hot	water	and	detergent	into	the	sink	and	wash),	cleaning	of	cabin,	leaving	the	fish	
cleaning room free of blood etc. are not acceptable Showing respect and consideration for your 
fellow members and your club, day and night, goes without saying. 

Very special thank you goes out to John Billing and Michael Cheyne for the excellent work and 
total commitment in reviewing the Club’s accounts every year. 

Never be afraid to try something new. Amateurs built the Ark. Professionals built the Titanic.

A few wee reminders: All subscriptions are due on the 1st January each year, there are ‘no’ 
exceptions. Family/ Double memberships are $55.00 and Senior/Single memberships are $40.00. 
Junior memberships, if not included in a family membership, are $5.00. 

The night rate for accommodation for club members is $20.00, juniors half the adult rate. Non-
members are $35.00. All payment online please. 06 0471 0062195 00. Most importantly put your 
details on any manual payment made at a bank. Thank you.

Have	you	had	any	fishing	adventures	that	you	would	like	to	share	with	your	fellow	members?	Yes,	
I am sure you have. As you are aware we have an annual Literary competition that can be a great 
deal	of	fun	to	enter,	it	can	be	serious,	funny,	informative	anything	to	do	with	fishing.	Just	put	
together an article, and send it in. You may not think it is of interest but let us decide. 
We also have a Photo Competition, winning this would give you the honour of having your pic on 
the cover of the newsletter and bragging rights.

In the newsletter you will see a list of member’s names of whom I have lost contact. Moved, 
changed email address, there could be a multitude of reasons, we would love to reunite with 
them. May I ask you to have a look as you may know someone, if so, would you ask them to 
contact me please. Thank you.

To all who supported the Annual General Meeting in March, thank you, well done. Everyone 
contributed to some form or another, yet another very successful meeting.

Last,	but	definitely	not	least	I	wish	you	all	a	very	happy	and	successful	season.	May	it	be	filled	
with	good	friendship,	good	fishing,	good	health	and	true	stories.
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TALTAC NOTES From Mary
Help Wanted! We would like to make contact with the following members. Can you help please. 
All correspondence electronic and/or snail mail have been returned. Your help would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you.
Vincent Bolt  United Kingdom
M.D Hayes  Auckland  Life Member
Mark Maguire  Australia
Boyd Atkinson  Wellington
Bill Fair    Wellington
Bruce Scott  Whangamata
Colin Campbell  Coromandel
Ken Clark  Ruakaka  Life Member
Lester Higgins  Nelson
Keith McKenzie  Auckland
Mike Vincent   Rotorua  Life Member
David Fullerton-Smith Te Kuiti  Life Member
Paul Laidlaw  Auckland
Jack Naylor  New Plymouth Life Member
E.W Brown  Pukekohe  Life Member
Dave Everest  Auckland
Tim Carey  Hamilton
Dianne Kimber  New Plymouth
Steve Martin  Hamilton
David Scranney  Nelson
Rod Fergusson  Auckland

2020 School Terms
Term 1 ends 9 April.  Good Friday is 10 April and Easter Monday 13 April
Term 2 starts 28 April and ends 17 July  (Anzac Day holiday is Monday 27 April).
Term 3 starts 20  July and ends 25 September
Term 4 starts 12 October and ends not later than 16 December depending on the school. 

PLEASE NOTE:
SPORTING LIFE IS CLOSED AS FROM 23rd MARCH FOR FOUR WEEKS.
They	are	still	offering	their	top	quality	service	on-line.		Please	go	to	www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz
Their	highly	trained	staff	can	deal	with	any	queries	and	they	have	a	convenient	postal	service	available	
– with their can do attitude, they can send ANYTHING ANYWHERE.   Go check it out. 

FISHING ROUND UP
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THE REAL SERIOUS STUFF - Fishing
SUMMER / AUTUMN FISHING
Thanks to Julian Procter for the following Article.   

( Should you have further questions regarding the article you may submit your question to 
taltac@xtra.co.nz and they will be collated and if appropriate they will take the form of a question/
answer article for the next newsletter.)

This	is	my	favourite	time	to	fish	the	Tongariro	as	few	people	fish	it	and	most	of	those	that	do	are	
either	tourists	or	locals	and	understand	and	practice	fishing	etiquette.	Something	sadly	lacking	in	
winter.

The	river	in	this	period	is	as	low	as	it	ever	gets	so	I	use	a	weight	forward	3S	line.	I	find	this	perfect	
for	day	and	night	as	any	feeding	fish	will	be	in	mid	water	or	near	the	surface.	Also	you	hit	less	
snags and rocks which can be a real pain in the dark.

While there are a few fresh rainbows in the river it is loaded with browns ranging in size from 
5lb	–	to	?.	I	have	seen	browns	that	I	know	are	over	15lbs	but	how	big	I	don’t	know.	They	are	
very	difficult	to	catch	during	the	day	but	I	have	caught	them	using	either	a	mouse	or	cicada	fly.	
However	come	night	time	it	is	a	different	story	it	is	as	if	the	river	is	flooded	and	the	water	is	dirty.	
Then	use	a	floating	line	with	2	black	rabbits	and	fish	the	edges.

If	you	haven’t	fished	at	night	before	then	I	recommend	you	start	on	moonlit	nights.	If	you	don’t	
want	to	fish	the	Tongariro	a	still	night	or	a	light	westerly	wind	on	the	inside	of	the	TT	mouth	can	
be	great	fishing.	Use	a	floating	line	with	2	flies	and	a	2	metre	leader.	Cast	at	a	50/60	degree	angle	
and let the line drift to about 45 degrees and start retrieving slowly but vary the speed until you 
start getting takes.

If	you	are	going	to	fish	the	Tongariro	then	I	recommend	that	you	fish	your	designated	pool	during	
the	day	using	the	rod	and	line	that	you	will	fish	that	night	and	wading	at	the	depth	you	are	
comfortable with so that don’t get surprised by stepping into a hole or stumbling on a large rock.

Browns will lie and feed over sand which rainbows don’t like so never disregard shallow sandy 
water	at	night	and	during	the	day	you	will	often	see	them	lying	there.	Always	fish	your	feet	at	
night	before	you	get	in	the	water.	Last	year	I	was	on	the	bank	wetting	my	fly	before	I	got	in	the	
water and there was a swirl and I had hooked a brown that was within 2 metres of the bank. 
Browns are not like rainbows which go onto their sides as you land them but remain upright and 
go berserk when in shallow water. They can put their head down and bring their tail over and 
smash the nylon. I have lost more browns trying to beach them than I have landed so now I net 
them in thigh deep water.

Some	people	will	tell	you	that	browns	don’t	fight.	This	is	true	if	you	hook	them	in	the	top	jaw	but	
the same is true for rainbows as you force the mouth open and drown them. If you hook them 
on the swing in the side of the mouth then you are in for a battle and if you are lucky 2 or 3 times 
a	year	you	hook	into	a	fish	that	will	simply	beat	you.	One	night	in	February	I	hooked	into	a	fish,	

which I never saw, it was at the top of the  Lower Bridge pool and I fought it for about 40 minutes 
before	I	had	to	hold	the	line	and	break	off	as	it	was	heading	to	the	Bain	pool.	I	sat	on	the	bank,	
shaking, with adrenalin pouring through me and decided to go home as anything else would have 
been an anti-climax.

A rainbow in winter is never going to give you that thrill unless you are lucky enough to hook into 
a large one which is very rare.

What	fly	you	use	is	over	to	you	but	I	mostly	use	rabbits	as	the	tail	rarely	wraps	around	the	hook	
unless	you	have	had	a	take	and	it	is	easy	to	fix	without	turning	on	your	torch	which	I	try	not	to	
do	except	when	netting	a	fish.	I	believe	that	torch	light	flashed	over	the	water	puts	the	fish	down.	
On clear moonlit nights I use a large green rabbit, brown if it is cloudy and black if no moon. I use 
4.5kg	maxima	nylon	as	it	is	strong	enough	for	any	fish	but	not	so	strong	that	you	can’t	break	off	
if you need to.

If	you	are	going	to	fish	during	the	day	look	at	the	weed	floating	down	the	river.	If	it	is	bright	green	
use a green woolly bugger or if dark green use the olive one. The trout eat the weed and take 
from	it	what	they	want	and	excrete	the	rest.	I	have	found	these	two	wet	flies	to	be	the	most	
productive during summer / autumn.
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Biggles Takes Charge (Thanks to Steve Ryan for the following)
Jack	had	an	excellent	fishing	session	last	Saturday	morning,	spinning	at	the	Tokaanau	tailrace.														
He	landed	4,	fish,	the	biggest	two	were	5.2lb	each,	while	the	smaller	two	were	around	2	1/2lb	eac.											
I	fished	for	a	while	(using	the	same	silver	smelt-like	lure)	but	didn’t	have	any	joy	so	ended	up	sitting							
on	the	bank	most	of	the	time	drinking	coffee	and	eating	easter	eggs	and	watching	how	you	do	it.
(Nice fish for a small (obviously strong) lad to land), well done Jack.

BOOT WELL AND TRULY STUCK BOOT
Thanks to Derek for taking the photo and the commentary
Angler - - - ‘Bloody Simms boots : must have done them up too tight??!!’
Comment from committee members looking on - - - ‘I think we will need to amputate!!’
Comment from overseas angler - - ‘this is the hardest job I have had to do since arriving in Turangi!!’
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Do	you	like	Indian	cuisine?	The	Monsoon	Indian	takeaway	in	Turangi	township	does	an	excellent	
service whereby they will cook your trout for you, tandori-grilled style, for $10. You have to 
drop	the	fish	off	to	them	about	3	hours	before	you	want	it,	which	generally	means	taking	it	in	
at lunchtime, then picking it up for dinner. You can either drop it into them whole (ungutted 
etc),	or	filleted.	If	you	go	for	the	whole	fish	option,	they	clean	it	themselves	and	cook	it	up	in	
cutlets.		It	is	best	to	fillet	the	fish	yourself	before	taking	it	in,	then	they	grill	it		the	same	way	but	in	
smallish, boneless chunks, which I found a lot more user friendly. They seem to do three levels of 
hotness: mild, “Kiwi” hot, and “Indian” hot. I have tried all three over the last six months and my 
preference	is	for	the	fieriest	level,	“Indian”	.	It	wasn’t	outrageously	hot	(as	some	xxx-vindaloos	
can tend to be) but you will certainly get a decent kick from it. The shop itself appears very clean 
and the two people cooking are friendly and obliging so give them a crack next time you are 
at Taltac. They are at the front of the shopping centre next door to the bakery and their phone 
number is 07 3866390.
Steve Ryan
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Donated Books 
Mike Nicholls has donated the following books to TALTAC which are available for members to 
purchase for a donation to the Club.   You will need to give your money to Mary and collect your 
book from the Club rooms, If you are not anticipating being at the Club to collect your book, 
please	add	sufficient	funds	to	cover	the	packing	and	postage	costs	to	your	donation.		

Cooked Trout

Mike Nicholls Donated Books 2018
The following books are still available – make an offer if you are interested.
If you would like to make a donation for any of these books please contact Mary, you will need to deposit the donation to the 
TALTAC bank account plus the cost of the postage.  Thank you.
1. Taupo Fishing Guide John Sierpinski with James Siers 1st Published 1969/Reprint 1971
2. Trout Fishing made Easy Mike Weddell Tackle & Knots/Casting & Catching/ Lures 
3. Trout Fishing made Easy Mike Weddell Casting/Fly Patterns/Right Fly
4. Trout with Nymph Tony Orman 1st Published 1974
5. Trout Stream Insects of NZ Norman Marsh 1st Published 1983/ Reprint 1985
6. Steelhead Fishing & Flies Terry Combs 1st Published 1976
7. Freshwater Fishing John Baileys 1st Published 1998
8. The Year of the Trout Steve Raymond 1st Published 1985
9. Open Season Dave Witherow 1st Published 2014
10. NZ Freshwater Fishes R.M McDowall 1st Published 1978
11. Rivers & Lakes of North Island George Ferris 1st Published 1975
12. Rivers & Lakes of South Island George Ferris 1st Published 1974
13. Fly-Fishing for Beginners L. Angreid 1st Published 1960
14. Fishing Guide to Tongariro Rvr Wallace Bain & Barry Grieg  1st Published 1983
15. Scream of the Reel Edited by Jack Pollard 1st Published 1966
16. Taupo Fishing Guide Gary Kemsley 1st Published 1983
17. A Fisherman’s Year John Parsons 1st Published 1974  - 2 copies
18. Trout at Taupo O.S Hintz 1st Published 1955
19. NZ Fishing Companion John Wilson 1st Published 1990 
20. Trophy Trout Bob South 1st Published 1974
21. How to tie a Flying Fly Fadg Griffiths 1st Published 1975
22. North Island Trout Fishing Guide John Kent 1st Published 1998/ Reprint 2009
23. Fishing Smarter for Trout  Tony Bishop 1st Published 1998

Did you leave this bed cover  at TALTAC – it must belong to someone, please let Mary know.

LOST PROPERTY
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