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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - JULY 2020
Wow!	I’ve	recently	seen	some	photographs	of	a	number	of	beautiful	fish	(both	rainbow	and	
brown)	caught	in	the	Tongariro	River.		The	fishing	is	definitely	picking	up	and	this	may	prove	to	be	
a	bumper	winter.	Remember	that	Taupo	fishing	licences	are	due	to	be	renewed	on	the	1st	of	July	
and	this	is	easily	done	by	accessing	the	Department	of	Conservation	Website	at	(www.doc.govt.
nz). As I write this report, I’ve just renewed my licence on line, and it took me all of two minutes.

Just a gentle reminder of the Taupo Region Angler etiquette
•	 No	single	fishing	method	has	right	of	way
•	 If	someone	else	is	fishing	when	you	arrive	at	a	pool,	please	make	sure	you	don’t	start	fishing		
 ahead of them
•	 Enter	the	pool	behind	the	angler	who	is	fishing
•	 If	the	pool	is	full,	never	push	in
•	 Wait	until	a	space	becomes	available	or	move	to	another	pool
•	 If	sharing,	steadily	fish	through	the	pool
•	 If	an	angler	hooks	a	fish,	give	them	space	and	allow	them	to	re-enter	the	pool	where	they		
	 fished

Thank you to all the club members for your patience at this stage of the Covid 19 pandemic.  It 
was not an easy decision for the Committee to close the facility during the lockdown. The facility 
is	now	open	again	and,	for	the	present,	we	are	all	in	a	“new	normal”	(stay	away	if	ill,	hand	hygiene	
and social distancing and stay away if you have been in contact with someone who has returned 
from overseas or has been in contact with someone with Covid 19 in the last fortnight prior to 
your visit). During the lockdown the Committee had two meetings using Zoom, other than the 
technical challenges posed to me as a computer luddite, the meetings went well. As a result 
of these meetings we were able to successfully apply for a wage subsidy and wage subsidy 
extension	for	paid	staff.	Thanks	should	go	to	Craig	and	Pauline	for	pushing	this	along.	As	a	result	
of	these	subsidies,	we	have	not	needed	to	access	our	savings	to	keep	the	Club	afloat.

Other agenda items discussed at the meetings included the decision to proceed with improving 
the seating arrangement around the BBQ area and a decision to look at some sort of leaf gutter 
barrier for the buildings. Progress with development of the storage shed is on hold while we 
await Taupo District Council resource consent approval.  The legislation for this consent is about 
to change and this is slowing our application down.

A	new	works	plan	for	the	Tongariro	River	is	up	for	consultation	and,	once	finalized,	will	appear	
on	the	Club	website.	I	understand	that	approval	has	been	granted	for	winter	raft	fishing	from	the	
Blue	Pool	to	the	Poutu	Pool.	This	is	bound	to	make	fishing	on	the	upper	river	more	interesting.	
Hopefully	the	raft	fisherman	will	adhere	to	Taupo	Region	Angler	etiquette.	

Tight lines!!
Tom	Watson	(President)



I must once again start by extending my most sincere thanks to all of you who do so much 
for our club. This includes those of you who showed such genuine support for our President 
and committee when the hard decisions had to be made in regard to closing the club due to 
Covid-19. I can’t thank you enough for the support that you extended.

I would like to ask once again. “IF” you are going to nominate someone to the club, take full 
responsibility. There are still new members coming to stay and who have absolutely no idea of 
what is going on. When I ask you to have a prospective member to stay as your guest, I don’t 
mean show them where all the pools are, show them how the club operates please. And please 
do not just post an application form around the country for various signatures, personalize it. This 
process is there to protect our club and have it running successfully.

All subscriptions are due on the 1st January each year, there are ‘no’ exceptions. Some of 
you are dragging the chain, this is unfair on our club and you have had reminders. The next 
notification	you	get	may	be	asking	for	you	to	return	your	security	key.	If	you	are	not	sure	please,	
please, please get in touch with me.

If there is something that is not working properly, is broken, or needs attention please let me 
know. I am extremely disappointed at the number of members who will tell everyone in the 
kitchen but not me. If you can’t sort it yourself ring me. And swapping gear from one cabin to 
another is totally unacceptable.

A wee reminder that we have removed all pillows from the cabins and would like you to bring 
with	you	a	protective	cover	for	your	bed	e.g.	a	sheet	(even	if	you	use	a	sleeping	bag).	We	have	
also	removed	all	knives	from	the	fishing	cleaning	room.

Remember our Annual Literary competition that can be a great deal of fun to enter, it can be 
serious,	funny,	informative	anything	to	do	with	fishing	or	nearly.	Also	our	Photo	Competition,	
winning this would give you the honour of having your photo on the cover of the newsletter and 
bragging rights.

When you are making a booking think long and hard about your length of stay. Too many of you 
are not staying for the period requested, leaving early without good reason.  This is not fair on 
other members who are looking to stay and cannot get in. Show some consideration for others. 
Sometimes	life	means	plans	need	to	change	that	is	different.

A wee reminder ‘please’ do not leave rods, waders, boots or jackets hanging on the verandah 
overnight or when you are away from your room. This is very tempting to some unsavory 
opportunists who may just be passing by. 

There is an increase in nylon being left lying around our carpark and sadly as well, along the river 
and carparks, please pick it up and put it in the rubbish.  Nylon dropped in rooms means it is 
picked up in the vacuum cleaner and it then gets caught in the workings.  

 A sense of humour, like a true friend sees you through bad times

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Term 2 of School finishes on Friday 3 July and Term 3 commences for most schools on Monday 20 July.
Term 3 ends on Friday 25 September and schools return for Term 4 on Monday 12 October. 
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TALTAC NOTES From Mary
At	a	recent	TFAC	(Taupo	Fishery	Advisory	Committee)	meeting	the	urgency	of	a	change	to	angler	
pressure on Otamangakau was highlighted. Surveys done last year raised an issue with regard to the 
mortality rate of catch and release trout. In times of high temperature, being in excess of 32 degrees, 
a solution needs to be found to protect the trophy nature of the Lake and suggestions would be 
welcome	from	those	Anglers	who	fish	it.	One	suggestion	that	is	favoured	by	the	Committee	is	to	close	
the Lake to angling when the water temperature rises above an optimum level, this would probably be 
around February or April. The period would be monitored on a regular schedule until temperatures are 
lower. We would also look at extending the tail end of the season should closure be required for an 
extended period.

This is just a suggestion and the Committee and the Fisheries Managers look forward to feedback 
from Anglers for a discussion in early September.

Please	forward	any	ideas	via	email	to	Mary	(at	Taltac)	and	she	will	pass	them	on	to	TFAC	or	you	may		
approach the Committee directly, most people know where I am – SPORTING LIFE.

As usual we would appreciate your thoughts in writing and should you have comments on any other 
subject please also forward those thoughts, again, in writing to the Committee for action.

Regards and tight lines through what is looking like a very good season ahead

Graham Whyman

Chairman TFAC

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE from Graham Whyman 
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Braids, Bows and Blue Ducks
Thanks to Dave Allan for this article.   
A leave pass was granted and it didn’t take long for me to take full advantage of it as they had 
been	a	bit	slow	in	coming	of	late.	The	ute	is	always	packed	with	fly	rods	and	vest	and	assorted
paraphernalia,	it	just	needed	a	sleeping	bag	and	waders	to	complete	the	mix	and	I	was	off.	
A	catch	up	on	the	phone	with	my	mate	Hodgie	on	the	way	down	determined	the	fishing	on	
Tongariro	was	firing,	he	and	his	lads	had	a	chilly	bin	full	ready	for	the	smoker	on	their	return	home	
so the anticipation was building.
The	planned	route,	straight	down	SH	1	with	the	first	stop	at	Delta	Coffee,	Turangi,	for	a	catch	up
with James, my favourite barista and a beef and blue cheese pie to fortify myself for an afternoon 
of scrappy rainbows. As always when running to the Tongariro, the search function of spots on 
where	to	fish	was	flicking	through	my	head	albeit,	it	could	probably	use	a	defrag	at	some	stage.	
Given the time of year, river height and information already on board I was hatching a plan.
On	arrival	at	the	aforementioned	fuel	station,	a	coffee	and	pie	was	secured,	devoured	and	soon
forgotten as I forged my way towards the honeypot. I digress, but the spot I had decided upon 
was suggested to me by an old fella walking his dog along the riverbank one day. I started yarning 
with him about his dog and while my eagerness to hit the river had to be suppressed, I felt a 
lengthier	than	normal	conversation	was	warranted.	The	reward,	direction	on	a	spot	to	fish	that	I	
wouldn normally have walked straight past and it just continues to deliver. I now make it a point to 
stop and chat to old men with dogs on river banks.
Anyhow, the day was clear with a crisp southerly coming of the mountain as I trekked into the
narrow braided piece of water. That being said, the result of an overly competitive brain matched
with my less than capable body showed with a pronounced limp from my 5 a side soccer game 
the night before and the walk in was a little longer than normal. Fly selections, a couple of 
weighted naturals, had been made at the ute to save time and I was locked and loaded, ready to 
fire.	Given	the	time	of	day	(1.30pm)	and	good	fortune,	I	rocked	up	to	the	bank	only	to	find	I	had	
the place to myself. Water, blue sky and seclusion, good for the soul.
Big breath, hold for a second, sigh and cast. I had loaded up my new CD XLS 2 #6 weight, this 
had been purchased to replace a rod that broke in two after a random dog walked behind me on 
the back cast at Ruato Bay one night earlier in the year. Another story for another day but I reckon 
the	owners	would	have	been	a	bit	surprised	to	find	Rover	with	a	woolly	bugger	and	a	glo	bug	
stuck	in	his	butt	the	next	morning.	Fair	to	say	the	line	flew	through	the	guides	and	the	seamless	
flow	of	cast,	drift,	retrieve	and	re	cast	had	become	as	natural	as	drawing	breath.
I love the rhythm of nymphing and was well in the zone when after 20 odd casts the indicator

hesitated, ducked under and headed west. Rhythm broken, strike mode achieved and the weight
came on. I was rewarded with aerobatics from a fat silvery rainbow hen who after 3 leaps for
freedom, settled into the current and tried to used it to her advantage. After a few minutes I 
slipped	the	net	under	her	and	was	rewarded	with	the	applause	(in	my	head)	and	a	fish	that	would	
go	well	in	the	smoker.	The	chest	puffed	out	and	I	had	that	feeling	of	satisfaction	I	get	when	I	have	
picked	the	right	spot,	the	right	fly	and	cast	in	the	right	place.	There	was	only	one	thing	to	do,	cast	
again and have another crack.
The rhythm continued over the next hour with 2 more coming in for a visit to then be released to
fight	another	day.	The	combination	of	location,	prior	knowledge	and	flies	had	made	for	a	
productive entree into my 3 days on the river. On the walk out an Irishman called out and raced 
over	to	inspect	the	fish,	his	kids	came	along	with	wife	in	tow	and	oohed	and	ahhhd	and	poked	the	
fish	(as	kids	do).
The usual barrage of questions, complements and photos and I was on my way again headed to
settle into digs before heading out to the Hydro for an evening session. It always humbles me 
when foreign visitors derive such pleasure and genuine delight from aspects of our lives and 
activities in NZ that are the fabric of our everyday life.
So	I	headed	down	to	the	Hydro	kitted	out	with	my	old	#9	Kilwell	fire	fly,	which	is	now	a	little	over	
30	years	old,	purchased	from	Tisdalls	on	Queen	street	(back	in	the	day	when	Aucklands	main	
street had a sports store). The obligatory olive woolly bugger attached with a glo bug in tow, I was 
set for action. I remember some 30 odd years ago walking across a swing bridge in much the 
same	spot	with	my	mate	and	seeing	a	big	bearded	bloke	with	a	nice	fish	strung	to	his	waist	in	the	
middle of the river. My mate yelled down to him “What did you get that on mate”, he replied “a 
woolly bugger”.
Well we had never heard of a woolly bugger before and he was a bit of a woolly bugger himself so
we chuckled all the way up to the Kamahi while wondering what a woolly bugger was. No Dr 
google back then eh.
Anyhow,	I	gave	the	Hydro	a	decent	nudge,	had	a	couple	of	touches	and	dropped	a	few	flies	and	
fish	all	to	no	apparent	benefit.	The	day	was	getting	
a bit long in the tooth and I decided a curry with 
a cold beer to wash it down was likely the order 
of the day. I was not hugely bothered with a lack 
of	result	from	the	Hydro	but	felt	a	little	unsatisfied	
when satisfaction came in another form. Feathered 
not	finned,	a	pair	of	Whio	(Blue	Duck)	graced	
me with their presence and unconcerned at the 
approaching rubber clad rod waving hairy bloke, 
carried on their business. He on the rock as look 
out, she foraging around for a feed.

Fair	to	say,	rewards	from	fishing	somewhere	like	
the Tongariro come in many forms. The next few
days	where	a	repeat	in	different	forms	with	the	
question often asked by those passing by, “Any
luck”. My response, “You wouldn’t believe just how 
lucky”
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The Real Serious Ramblings - Fishing
SUMMER / AUTUMN FISHING
Thanks to Julian Procter for the following Article.   

In	response	to	the	article	in	the	last	newsletter	by	Julian	Proctor	on	summer/autumn	fishing,	
Julian has answered a query from a member as below:

Q: Details	of	the	fly,	the	hook	size	and	whether	it	is	weighted	or	if	I	use	the	weight	of	the	line	to	
get	the	fly	to	the	required	depth.

A:		I	never	use	a	wet	fly	that	has	been	weighted	with	either	a	bead,	lead	or	cooper	wire.	A	wet	
fly	must	swim	naturally	and	I	believe	that	any	extra	weight	on	the	fly	makes	it	lose	some	of	its	
swimming attributes. While this doesn’t matter during the winter rainbow runs I am sure it makes 
a	difference	in	summer	however	I	do	have	4	different	wet	lines	and	use	which	ever	is	best	suited	
to the conditions but 90% of the time I use the 3WFS line.

How	the	fly	is	attached	to	the	cast	i	think	is	the	most	thing.	The	knot	I	use	is	a	loop	knot	that	
anchors	around	the	head	of	the	fly	and	the	nylon	comes	through	the	eye	so	the	fly	swims	as	
naturally as possible. If the nylon is attached directly to the eye then the knot can move and 
cause	the	fly	to	jerk	rather	than	swim.

Bruno	Campbell	(who	owned	the	Red	Spinner	at	the	Hatepe	-	now	long	gone)	showed	me	(over	
60 years ago) the knot I use and he only used Hardy hooks which he believed swam better than 
hooks with a downward pointing eye. I believe he was right and most of the browns I catch are 
on Hardy hooks.

If	water	flow	increases	slightly	and	I	want	a	bit	more	depth	then	I	use	2	flies.

 

There is no rule when it comes to hook size. The larger the hook the more control you have over 
the	fish	so	I	usually	start	with	a	number	6	but	if	I	am	not	getting	takes	then	change	to	a	number	8	
or 10 which are often more productive when the river is at its lowest.   If it is a clear moonlit night 
I	use	one	purple	number	6	fly.	Browns	seem	to	love	the	purple	colour	when	there	is	moonlight.	
Why - I don’t know.

If it is a dark night with no moon then start with a number 4 black rabbit.

If	it	is	a	cloudy	night	with	some	moonlight	a	4	or	6	but	change	the	fly	until	you	start	getting	takes.

Thanks to Julian for this article and the answer to the queries.

This item has not been claimed, its getting colder you may need it in the winter, please let Mary 
know ASAP or it will be given a new home. 

LOST PROPERTY

Brother MFC990CW Printer/Scanner/Copier/Telephone/Answer machine.
Owned by approximately 400 people but only ever used by one little old lady.

Mint Condition, comes complete with 12 black and 4 colour cartridges, user guide.

The drivers are compatible with Windows 8 and Windows 10, until the recent upgrade 
of Windows 10. So if you have upgraded the machine will not work.

This wonderful machine is available to any member who would like to make a 
reasonable	offer.

Specials like this are extremely rare, don’t hesitate, a bargain to be had.

Contact Mary on taltac@xtra.co.nz or 07 386 5573.

This is a once in a lifetime offer


