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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - December 2020
Nobody promised that being president of TALTAC would be and easy job. 2020 has proven to be
both interesting and challenging (and its not over yet). My sincere thanks to the Committee who
regularly contribute their time to working for the club.
As earlier advised Mary is leaving us after 21 years as Manager/Secretary of TALTAC. Both she
and Tom are moving up to Whangarei to be closer to family and medical help. She has done
a wonderful job of facilitating the bookings, keeping the finances up to date, paying accounts
on time, helping both new and old members to feel welcome when they visit the club, and
keeping us all informed of topics of interest. Thank you also to Tom as both he and Mary
have coordinated maintenance jobs (or done them personally) to keep the building safe and
comfortable.
While it will be difficult to fill the void left by Mary, we have been fortunate to have a number of
good people applying for the role as Secretary/Manager and we pleased to advise that we have
appointed Olwyn McNickle to the role.
A reminder that the club’s objectives are:
a) To foster and promote angling for trout in the Taupo district within the guidelines of 		
conservation principals
b) To improve conditions for anglers
c) To assist in the formulation and observance of regulations covering angling on the rivers, lakes
and other waterways of the Taupo district
d) To provide advice and assistance to anglers
e) To cooperate with appropriate agencies in the management of the Taupo trout fishery
f) To provide a social centre for club members
g) To conserve, promote, foster, advance and protect the angling interests of members
h) To subscribe to, become a member of, federate or affiliate with any other club or organisation
whose objectives are the same or similar to this Club
i) To purchase, acquire, hold, take on lease, or hire, administer, improve and dispose of real and
personal property as the committee or as the Club may think necessary
j) To erect and maintain such buildings as may be considered necessary for the comfort and
convenience and accommodation of members
k) To borrow or raise money or secure payment thereof by the issuing of debentures, mortgages,
charges or liens upon the whole or part of the Club’s property or assets in order to enhance
the Club facilities
l) To promote or oppose legislation and/or other measures that are likely to affect the interest or
welfare of members
m To set up branches of the club
n) To make and amend regulations as maybe required for the proper functioning of the club
o) To all such other lawful things as may appear to be incidental or conducive to the attainment
of these objectives
With the Club’s objectives in mind, the Taupo Fishery Advisory Committee (TFAC) is a Statutory
Committee set up as a ‘users’ Advisory Club following the establishment of the Department
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of Conservation (DOC) in 1987. One of its main functions is to facilitate communication
between anglers and the fishery. TALTAC is an integral member of TFAC and has provided the
past chairperson (Graham Whyman) and the current chairperson (Julian Proctor). The fishery
is currently facing a number of challenges. A recent study (albeit with potential minor method
deficiencies) has confirmed a significant increase in mortality of fish caught in Lake Otamangakau
where the water temperature is greater than 20 degrees Celsius. DOC has proposed a green
light/red light system with a red light being shown at the entrance of the lake when the water
temperature is greater than 20degrees Celsius. TALTAC committee advice is not to fish in the lake
when the water temperature is greater than 20 degrees Celsius.
It seems that Fish and Game NZ are reviewing their opposition to commercial trout farming. A
likely site would be Lake Rotoaira with resultant effluent run off into Lake Taupo. TFAC will keep
club members informed but it may be worthwhile lobbying your local politicians earlier rather
than later on the topic.
We are in a very fortunate position in New Zealand to have managed the COVID 19 pandemic
in a safe manner. As a group, club members have been very supportive of difficult decisions the
committee has had to make in the best interests of member safety. The threat is not yet over and
my advice is to maintain social distancing, clean all surfaces that you touch and stay away from
the Club if you feel unwell. I will possibly be first in the queue for a vaccination when it becomes
available here. I encourage you all to get vaccinated if you are lucky enough to be able to get
one. Thank you to the Ministry of Social Development for assisting with salary payment to staff
over the crisis period.
A reminder to club members that the AGM is on Saturday 27 February 2021 and we hope to have
both Mary and Tom present as our guests of honour to acknowledge their wonderful contribution
to the club over many years.
Have a happy Christmas and New Year
Tom Watson (President)

Changes to payment of Club Fees and Night Rates. h Club has been advised by our Bank
that they will not accept cheque deposits from May 2021. This means the Club will no longer
accept cheques in payment of fees. To assist in this and as the Bank now charge for each
cheque that is deposited, we ask that all payments are made direct to the Club Bank Account
06 0471 0062195 00. Given there will be a change of Secretary/Manager from the New Year and
to make the transition as easy as we can for that person please do your best to avoid cheques
and cash. The Bank will still accept cash however it is not ideal to have cash waiting to be
banked.
Subscriptions. As we are approaching the end of our financial year a reminder subscriptions
are due on the 1st January, there are ‘no’ exceptions. Rates are unchanged for the coming
year at $55.00 double/family membership and $40.00 for senior memberships. The night rate is
unchanged at $20.00 for members only. Guests are $35.00 (children are half the above rates.
(i.e. $10 if covered by a family or independent child membership and $17.50 for non-member).
A child covered under a Family membership who turns 18 is required to become a member in
their own right.

AGM. The date of the AGM for 2021 is Saturday 27th February. Any nominations for the
Committee must be received 24 hours prior to the meeting. i.e.: they must be in the hands of the
Secretary by 5.00pm on Friday 26th February.
Competitions. Don’t forget to submit your story for the Literary Competition and also the Photo
Competition. Entries to the Secretary prior to 31 December in each year.
Bookings. Again a reminder that when you are making a booking think long and hard about
your length of stay. It is preferable that the dates given are inclusive. If you leave early without
good reason you maybe preventing someone else from enjoying a stay. We do understand that
sometimes circumstances change which means plans need to change.
Looking after your gear. There is always the opportunist around willing to relieve you of your
possessions, please do not leave rods, waders, boots or jackets hanging on the verandah
overnight or when you are away from your room.

TFAC. We now have two Club representatives on the Taupo Fisheries Advisory Committee,
Julian Proctor is now the Committee Chairperson and Graham Whyman who is a long standing
member of this Committee.

The Real Serious Ramblings - Fishing
For up to date Fishing reports Sporting Life post a fishing report on their website on most days     
Sporting-Life Turangi/Fishing Reports. For up to date Fishing reports Sporting Life post a
fishing report on their website on most days. The updates are also on their Facebook page for
those who have access to that.
Remember CHECK< CLEAN< DRY when you are moving between rivers and/or Lakes.

Catch Cards
Some great fish have been recorded this year despite Covid-19 intervening, however please
ensure that ALL required information is entered. Without all the information the cards are not valid
and therefore not eligible for entry.
FORGOTTEN PROPERTY
There are four pairs of waders have been left in the drying room for some months now and we
have no way or knowing who these belong to. If these are yours please arrange for them to be
sent to you by contacting Mary and paying the courier fee into the Bank Account or pick them
up from the Club premises. Three pair are Neoprene waders and one pair are Breathable waders.
If these are not claimed by 31 December the Club will find a new home for them.   We are
endeavouring to leave a clean and tidy drying room for our new Secretary/Manager.
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Introducing
Hi there.
My name is Olwyn McNickle. I shifted from West Auckland to Turangi in 1990 to run an
accommodation business for 3 months and am still here. My husband and I had our own Panel
& Paint business in Auckland which we had closed the previous year. My background is in
accounting and office management.
I have 2 children, 1 who lives in Tauranga where he has his own business and the other works for
DOC locally. I am very involved in our local Rotary club as their treasurer, and my interests are
anything outdoors and motor sport, especially WRC. In the past I have worked for 10 years on
the tapping team for the Targa Rally.

TALTAC
NOTES
From Mary
Note
of Thanks:

This is one of the toughest things I have ever had to do as part of the TALTAC family. That is to
say ‘good-bye’ to you all.
I started working for TALTAC following the retirement of Shirley Usher (of whom many of you will
remember fondly) on the 1st September 1999. Where did those years go? I know the answer, it
was spent working with an extremely well organised, forward thinking group of people, of whom
the likes could not be found anywhere else in the world.
Tom and I have been so blessed to have been in the company of so many of you for so many
years. Bringing us joy, laughter and the occasional ‘really’ did you bring your mother, the most
amazing friendships. The caring, the calls, the contacts, the offers of support, the hugs, one very
special member has planted a tree on his property for us. So very humbling.
Each and every one of you are truly amazing.
It has been a privilege and an honour to be part of the Tongariro and Lake Taupo Anglers Club.
I wish each and every one of you well. I pray the club will continue to prosper. May you keep well,
happy and safe.
We will miss you, we will always remember you.
Thank you.
With so much love,
Mary and Tom
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